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A & ancestors for several generations, has long been felt. Nearly every one in
el New England can trace the greater number of his progenitors for at least

eight generations, but as in the eighth degree in the ascending lines, the number
of ancestors would be one hundred and twenty-eight, no ordinary system of tabular
pedigrees has been found practicable.

To my friend, J. Hammond Trumbull, of Hartford, so well known as an antiquary,
the public is indebted for the solution of the problem of inventing a system of tables
sufficiently compact to be easily used, and sufficiently simple to be readily understood.
The plan which he prefers differs in its details from mine; and I can claim only the
merit of this particular arrangement which may in its turn be superseded by others.
The feasibility of making a connected set of tables having been proved by Mr.
Trumbull, modifications of the details will doubtless be made by Genealogists to suit

particular requirements.
W. H. WHITMORE.

Boston, Mass.
EXPLANATION.

The book begins in the middle, and the pagination extends on each half, back towards the covers,
Opening them at the bottom of page 1, in the space marked 1, the genealogist writes the name of the
person whose ancestry is to be recorded. As the conneing lines indicate, in space 2, the father’s name
is written, and in space 3, the mother’s name. In space 4, the paternal grandfather’s name ; in space s,
writing through the holes in the intervening pages, the paternal grandmother’s name. In spaces 6 and 7,
in the same way, the maternal grandfather and grandmother.

Spaces 8 and ¢, in the same way, are for the father and mother of No. 4 ; spaces 10 and 11, the
father and mother of No. 6.

In the same way, the spaces 12 and 13 are for the parents of No. 8, and spaces 14 and 15 for those

of No. 10.

From No. 12, by the same system, the ancestors are recorded in an ascending line, the father’s name
being always in the left hand of every two spaces joined by the parallel lines =, and the mother’s in the
right hand space.

Thus it will be noticed, that the left hand space at the top of page 1, will contain the earliest
progenitor of the name of the person recorded, and the corresponding space on page z, his carliest
progenitor of the maternal name.

These two pages should be filled first if possible. The succeeding pages being all connected with
them, when the genealogist turns to any subsequent page, he will find the name already written in a space
which is itself connected with a serics. Thus No. 15 being written through the hole in page 2, is found
on page 4 at the bottom of a series of spaces arranged for her ancestry.

In this plan every genealogical fact can be recorded as fast as discovered. The spaces are intended
to be large enough to contain the usual faéts recorded in tabular pedigrees, viz.: dates of birth, marriage
and death ; but the margins and backs of the pages can be used for notes, or an additional number of

blank pages bound up at the end of this book.
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